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Summary Notes
1. Status of TAG review of TRADE/R.650/Rev.3 - Mandate, Terms of Reference and Procedures for UN/CEFACT

· review period of 30 days, ending 31st July 2004

· comments received from Jeff Kovar, Harry Featherstone, Susy Struble

· notes from the conf call on July 22

· Open issues: none

· Recommendation for the U.S HoD:  changes are needed before R.650 can be approved

· Follow-on actions

· MC to send comments on ODP section

· MP and JS to complete resolution and consolidation of received comments

· JS to coordinate State Dept. message to Geneva station and UN/ECE

· MP and MW to coordinate HoD message to UN/CEFACT Secretariat

· MW to send HoD message to UN/CEFACT Secretariat

2. Status of TAG review of TRADE/CEFACT/2003/6/Rev.2 - UN/CEFACT Intellectual Property Policy

· review period of 30 days, ending 9th August 2004

· Jeff Kovar led review team

· draft recommendation distributed to the TAG on July 27, comments were due by noon on July 28

· Open issues:  

· add a recommendation to ensure that the revision of the IP Policy is completed ASAP

· add a clarification that, while UN/CEFACT continues working on an acceptable IP, the existing CEFACT work is proceeding under traditional CEFACT practice

· Recommendation for the U.S HoD:  

· significant changes are needed; a “contact group” should be established to develop the IP policy; the U.S. delegation will contribute to the work of that contact group.

· Follow-on actions:

· JK and JS to coordinate State Dept. message to Geneva station and UN/ECE, review by MW

· MW to send HoD message to UN/CEFACT Secretariat

3. Status of TAG review of TRADE/CEFACT/2004/Misc.7/Rev.1- Recommendation and Guidelines on Establishing a Single Window

· review period of two months, ending 8th September 2004

· comments to the TAG due 31 August

· Bill Nolle of Customs has been an active participant in this work and the parallel U.S. effort

· U.S. has a ‘single window’ system called “ITDS, International Trade Data System”; ITDS Board of Directors, with government and industry participants

· This work is also done in the World Customs Organization (WCO)

· This work was presented at the UN/CEAFCT May 2004 Plenary

· Open issues

· Concerns about the use of the inter-sessional approval process.  Could be misused to the detriment of USG and industry interests and directives.  There appear to be no criteria controlling the use of the inter-sessional approval process.

· Guidance in needed to ensure that reviews and decisions are assigned at the right level of the UN/CEFACT organization (Plenary, Bureau, FMG or Working Group) and that accountability and transparency is achieved.

· Bureau and the Plenary need to decide the criteria for what should be approved at a Plenary versus with an inter-sessional approval.

· Recommendation for the U.S HoD:  use the results and recommendations of the ITDS working group

· Follow-on actions

· Action Item for the Bureau: document procedures and criteria for controlling the use of the inter-sessional approval process.

· Include the concern on the use of the inter-sessional approval process in the U.S. comments on R.650

· BN will distribute the results of the ITDS working group review to the TAG on Aug 23.

· MW to send HoD message to UN/CEFACT Secretariat

4. Status of TAG review of BPSS 1.1

· review period of 30 days, ending 31st July 2004

· Monica Martin led review team; comments sent to MP. 

· Open issues: 

· Concerns about approving the submission of BPSS to TC 154.  UN/CEFACT and OASIS have not completed their work to re-establish cooperation.  Forwarding BPSS to TC 154, at this time, would undercut the feasibility of success on rebuilding UN/CEFACT and OASIS cooperation. 

· Appear to be flaws in the ODP, how TMG “orchestrated the approval” of BPSS and CCTS, and how these results were conveyed to the Plenary for its approval of the documents.

· Recommendation for the U.S HoD: 

· Premature to fast track the document until the cooperation with the other contributors and other partnering standards organizations,

· Plan working sessions with the interested parties at the September 2004 Forum to determine the best process for resolving submitted comments and producing a document that is acceptable and useful to all contributing organizations and potential users

· any follow-on actions

· MP to format review team’s comments and forward to MW

· MW to send HoD message to UN/CEFACT Secretariat

5. UN/CEFACT Capacity Building Workshop on Trade Facilitation Implementation (18 to 20 October 2004 in Geneva)

6. Any other topics

· comments on the ‘FCT to FMG’ transition plan

· comments received from only one participant in the TAG

· MP to re-distribute the transition plan to the TAG, with comments received

7. TAG conference call before UN/CEFACT Forum Meeting, September 13-17, 2004 in McLean, VA

· Conference call on September 9, 11 AM EDT; GSA to set-up number

· Discussion on the registration fee for the September 2004 Forum meeting and that registration fees will not be part of planning future Forum meetings

