To:  cefact-hod@list.unicc.org; 

Copy To: carol.cosgrove-sacks@unece.org

Subj:  UN/CEFACT May 2004 Plenary Contribution

Dear Christian and Fellow Heads of Delegation,

Over the past several years we have observed efforts to develop a satisfactory Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) policy for use within UN/CEFACT. In particular, we view the latest rounds of discussion on this matter as particularly disturbing and potentially problematic for the future viability of UN/CEFACT.

Although we unequivocally acknowledge the value attributable to standards development under the UN umbrella, we also affirm the responsibility of our institution to provide an environment that respects the implications to all those involved in the process. We likewise believe it imperative that we reach a satisfactory conclusion to this matter within a judicious timeframe, before any serious and deleterious actions create problems for the long-term viability of UN/CEFACT. 

Accordingly, please find attached our contribution and recommendations for discussion during the May Plenary session. We hope it is helpful in outlining the current situation as well as providing a framework that will guide our development of a way forward on the overall IPR matter.

Best regards.

