Automatic Update of the Threat Advisory Level from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Department of Homeland Security has created a web service to alert you when the advisory level changes and an application to allow web sites to automatically update the threat advisory level.

The two options available to retrieve Homeland Security Advisory Level published by www.dhs.gov are described below:

1. http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/getAdvisoryCondition returns an XML document alerting you to any changes in the advisory.  A sample result is below.

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" ?> 

< THREAT_ADVISORYCONDITION="SEVERE" /> 

This is a sample result of the XML document returned.  This can be parsed to determine what to display on a web site.

2. http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/getAdvisoryImage returns the advisory as a graphic in a stream.  The graphic can be displayed as an image source within a web page’s HTML.  Sample code is provided below.

 

<img src="http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/getAdvisoryImage">
Including this HTML as an image source will get the image returned in the output stream from the service for display. There are three alert image sizes available: small, medium, and large.  (e.g.  www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/getAdvisoryImage?size=small  to request a small image)

If there are any questions or comments concerning this implementation, please send emails to websiteissues@dhs.gov.

